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This is a Request for Support of Proposed Legislation on Peace
Background:
Rotary’s first area of focus is “promoting peace”. Peace is part of Rotary’s mission statement and is included in our Avenues of Service, but the concept of “peace” has not been defined and needs enhancement as our understanding of peace and the enhancement of peace has developed.
During my term as DG, District 5550 submitted to the Council on Legislation a proposed enactment to bring clearer meaning to the word “peace” in the Avenues of Service. We believe that this oft-used word in Rotary should be one that Rotarians really understand and take action on. Far from being simply a lack of war and aggression, “positive peace” is defined as the attitudes, institutions and structures that create and sustain peaceful societies, such as:
· Well functioning government;
· Sound business environment;
· Equitable distribution of resources;
· Acceptance of the rights of others; 
· Good relations with neighbours;
· Free Flow of Information;
· High Levels of Human Capital; and
· Low Levels of Corruption.
“Peace literacy” is a new peace paradigm that includes a realistic, practical, and accessible framework for understanding our human needs and the tangles of trauma, empowering us to feed our spiritual cravings in healthy ways, untangle trauma from our lives and society, heal the root causes of our human problems, and increase positive peace in our personal lives, communities, country and world.
Call to Action:
You will find the proposed enactment, 19-07, (pages 13 & 24) at: https://my.rotary.org/en/document/proposed-legislation-2019-council-legislation
The Rotary Action Group for Peace has supported the District 5550 resolution, and I ask that you please convey to your Districts’ representatives to the Council this request to support it, and to vote YES for this resolution when they attend the Council on Legislation in Chicago in April 2019.
Thank you for all you do for Rotary to make a difference, and to create positive peace in our world!
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