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									No. 4 Our Club History


The Rotary Club of Kitchener (originally called the Rotary Club of Kitchener-Waterloo) was chartered on June 1, 1922 and since that time we have been an active support of the City of Kitchener and its residents. Our longest serving activity is with children with special needs. 
In 1957 the Cornerstone for the KW Rotary Children’s Centre on King Street across from Grand River Hospital was laid by charter Club member, Lieutenant-Governor Louis Breithaupt and Clay Hall, the President of the Rotary Club of Kitchener-Waterloo (as it was known at that time). The Centre was officially opened March 24th, 1958, with Kitchener Mayor Stanley Leavine and Waterloo Mayor Harold Paikin officiating. 
In 1986, the KidsAbility Board began planning for a new Children’s Centre to accommodate growth and increased demand. The Rotary Club of Kitchener pledged $150,000 towards the $6.9 million cost of the new 50,000 square foot building which was officially opened on September 29, 1995 at 500 Hallmark Drive in Waterloo. 
Our financial support for KidsAbility continues to this day with an average annual donation of $30,000. Since 1998 our total contribution exceeds $1,000,000. 
Although our primary focus was on helping children with special needs our support for the City of Kitchener continued to grow over the years. Highlights include: 
· The creation of a Student Loan Fund, and support for the John Howard Society began in 1949-1950 and continued for several years. 
· In 1951 we provided support for the Police Boys Sports Association. 
· In 1954 the Club embarked on an entirely new venture with the presentation of Grand Opera in the Twin Cities. The purpose was to both serve as a cultural community service and to encourage Canadian talent. La Boheme was presented in Kitchener on March 10th, 1954 and in 1955 Die Fledermaus and La Traviata were presented. These performances were staged at the Auditorium and it became apparent that a hockey arena is not really suitable for this type of musical theatre. In 1965, when Mayor Hymmen formed a feasibility committee to study the need for an arts centre, much was made of Rotary’s attempt to bring this type of entertainment to this area – a forward step leading to the building of The Centre in the Square. 
· In 1957 the Club began sponsoring and organizing the annual Central Ontario Horse Show, which operated for over a decade. 
· In 1967, in recognition of the countries’ centennial, the Club donated $25,000 to each of St. Mary’s Hospital and the K-W Hospital. Most significant, though, this year, was that the Club spent $75,000 for the purchase of the Pentecostal Tabernacle on Benton Street, which was then rented to the Kitchener-Waterloo Art Gallery at a cost of $1.00 per year. This act saved the Gallery, previously housed in a bicycle shed behind KW Collegiate, from disappearing altogether and enabled the Gallery to expand in all facets of its operation, and with the installation of air- conditioning it became equipped to handle any type of exhibit. Many Kitchener Rotarians also volunteered to serve terms as Board members, and several held the office of gallery President.
· In 1972, in honour of the Club’s 50th anniversary, the club pledged $50,000 for a community residence for physically disabled adults in Waterloo County. 
· In September 1980 President G.D. Phillips represented our Club at the official opening of the Centre In The Square and in 1986 the Club was pleased to support the Art Gallery with a donation of $50,000. In recognition of that support the Gallery named the space the Rotary Gallery. 
· In the late 1980’s RI was entering a new age, and Kitchener Rotary was in the vanguard of change.  We were the first club in Ontario (second in Canada) to induct two women in Rotary.  In 1989 Pat Tallman and Kathi Smith became the first female members of the club.
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· In the early 1990’s the Club held a fund-raising gourmet dinner at the recently refurbished Langdon Hall that raised $2,000 for the Kitchener Waterloo Hospital. 
· In 1994 the Club presented Mayor Dominic Cardillo with an Honourary Paul Harris Fellowship. 
As we moved into the new millennium the Club’s connection with, and support for, the City grew even stronger. Our Club engaged in a visioning and strategic planning exercise through which we developed the following mission statement: 
The Rotary Club of Kitchener is a leading-edge community leader that supports the work of Rotary around the globe with a local, city core, focus on community, families, and children in need. 
We believe we are fulfilling this mission with services and supports such as the following: 
· On June 6, 2004 our Club along with the others in the area dedicated an International Peace Park, located at RIM Park. It was a joint project between the Rotary Clubs and the cities of Kitchener and Waterloo. 
· With the creation of the Dom Cardillo trail in 2008 the Club became its stewards and do trail cleanup activities twice annually. 
· We have participated in two Habitat for Humanity projects, the most recent in the townhouse complex on Cherry Street. 
· We sponsor a Rotary Interact Club at Cameron Heights C.I. and provide an annual “Service Above Self” award to a deserving student at commencement. 
For many years our Grants and Allocations program has provided much needed funds to local organizations. Over the past dozen years, we have supported each of the following with donations of between $500 and $4,000, an average of $10,000 per year: 
African Canadian Association of Waterloo Region
Anishnabeg Outreach
Arts Computer Experience
Bereaved Families of ON – Midwestern Region
Best Buddies
Bluevale C.I. – Kenya School Build Project 
Cadet Youth Development Centre
Cameron H.C.I. Interact Club – Peru Water Project
Camp Kummoniwannago
Camp McGovern
Canadian Clay and Glass Gallery
Canadian Diabetes Association
Canadian Mental Health Association – Grand River Branch
Children’s International Summer Village
Computers for Schools–Ontario
Engineers Without Borders – KW
Family & Children’s Services – Waterloo Region
Food Bank of Waterloo Region
Green Light Arts
Hidden Acres Camp
Huntington’s Society of Canada
Independent Living Centre
JM Drama
Junior Achievement
Kidney Foundation of Canada – K-W
KidSport Kitchener Waterloo
K-W Musical Productions
K-W Pregnancy Resource Centre
K-W Symphony
Mennonite Coalition for Refugee Support
Muslim Social Services – Kitchener-Waterloo
Out of The Cold
Queensmount Public School – Environment Club
Raja Stone Community Safety Net
Ray of Hope
Registry Theatre
ROOF
St. Monica House
Steckly Heritage Farms
Strong Start Charitable Organization
Waterloo Region 4H Club
Waterloo-Wellington Science & Engineering Fair 
For our 90th anniversary in 2012 we wanted to make a significant contribution to a needy organization in the community and invited proposals. We selected the House of Friendship Women’s Addiction Centre project and awarded them $90,000. We followed this with two hands-on activities building the outdoor patio area for the new women’s shelter on Anne Street. 
When Anselma House built their new facility on Heritage Drive, our Club, along with the other Kitchener Rotary Clubs each donated $5,000 to create a Computer/Study Room for older children of women staying at the shelter. 
Seeing a need to help youth get a better understanding of, and the importance of, local municipal government our Club initiated a project called the Youth Forum. Working with teachers of the Grade 10 Civics course, city counsellors and staff, the program has counsellors visit classrooms to talk about what municipal government does and does not do; students develop proposals as to what needs to be done to improve life in the city and then attend a morning session at city hall to present their ideas to the members of Council and Rotarians. While at city hall the students attend a presentation in council chambers led by the mayor. 
In 2014 our Club lead a joint committee with the other Rotary clubs to organize a tribute event to outgoing mayor, Carl Zehr; with tributes from Governor General David Johnston and local dignitaries. The event was not intended to be a fund raiser but income over expenses was directed to Carl’s designated retirement project and we were able to contribute $300 to the Kitchener Public Library. 
We have worked with the City on several tree planting projects, most recently in Lakeside Park and in the Huron Natural Area. 
For the past four years we have organized and operated a refreshment area at city hall during the annual First Night celebrations on News Year Eve. 
For three years we have been active participants in the Nutrition for Learning Program at Forest Hill Public School. We provided funds for the purchase of a freezer for the program and now also volunteer two days a week filling the food bins that get delivered to the classrooms. 
For the past two years we have volunteered at the annual Soupfest at The Ken Seiling Waterloo Regional Museum in support of the Children’s Ground Water Festival. 
Most recently our Club has donated $5,000 to the Outdoor Gym Equipment project in Victoria Park. We have also taken on the task of managing the onsite entry, marshalling of cars at Victoria Park and the parking of cars on King Street for the city’s annual Cruisin’ On King Street Event. 
In addition to the work we do locally we have been involved in many humanitarian international projects such as Community and Day Care Centres for Aids Orphans in South Africa, Health and Literacy projects in Guatemala; and Health and Nutrition projects in Nogales and Caborca, Mexico. It is common in these locations for plaques to be erected in recognition of those responsible for the support and the name of KITCHENER ROTARY is proudly displayed in many of these appreciative communities around the world. 
Our Club has been involved with Rotary Youth Exchange for many decades and over the years we have had one or two international students hosted in our city for a full year. They attended school, explored our city, region and province, and returned home ambassadors for our city. 
As the Club attracted more members and grew over the years, we have split several times and have assisted in sponsoring three additional Rotary Clubs in Kitchener: Kitchener Conestoga, Kitchener Grand River and Kitchener Westmount. Each of these has supported the city and its residents it many different ways in the same ways that Kitchener Rotary and Waterloo have done since 1963 when the Kitchener-Waterloo club was divided to increase membership and further provide opportunities for service in KW
As we continue with many of the supports and activities listed above, we are also looking to become even more directly involved with the local community. We are in the process of contacting many organizations and agencies to offer our support for hands-on volunteer work. So far, we have potential projects with the House of Friendship - repainting rooms in the Women’s Shelter and building a patio for the new Men’s Shelter; the Food Bank – sorting food, and REEF Energy Solutions – creating Rain Gardens. 
Yours in Rotary,
[image: Text

Description automatically generated]

Louise Gardiner
Kitchener Rotary - President 20-21
Past President 02-03
District 7080 Training Committee

Cell: 416-573-2278
Rotary Email: louise@kitchenerrotary.ca

www.kitchenerrotary.ca
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